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One of the aspects I find most interesting in the interplay 
between the Gospel and today’s first reading is the relationship 
between the Law of Moses and reality.  The Pharisees were very 
attached to the Law, and for good reason.  Today’s responsorial 
psalm sums up well the values the Law brought to the nation.  It 
was “perfect, refreshing the soul, … giving wisdom to the 
simple, rejoicing the heart enlightening the eye.” (Ps. 19)   
 
Something that can give wisdom to the simple must be 
profound, indeed.  That’s no easy task. So, the Pharisees 
honored the Law to such an extent that they did not even want to 
come close to violating it.  They surrounded it with a hedge of 
religious practices that would keep them in safe territory without 
a doubt. 
 
Today’s conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees, however, 
does not deal with the “hedge,” the practices that the tradition of 
the elders and the Pharisees had put into place.  They bring to 
Jesus a matter of the Law itself.  Would Jesus say something 
negative about the Law and, by implication, Moses? 
 
The argument Jesus makes, that Moses gave the law of divorce 
because of the hardness of the Israelites hearts, says a lot.  It 
acknowledges that the law regarding divorce is an 
accommodation for less than perfect circumstances, but it cannot 
become the pole star from which we get our bearings.  That 
divine Law is expressed in the Creator’s original intention for 
the world.   
 
Jesus admitted what the law said, and at the same time he 
reminded his hearers that there was an even more profound 



reality involved.  The law served the narrow purpose of reining 
in hard hearts, and orienting a people’s practice toward where 
life could flourish, but it was not life itself.  

The same dynamic is at play in the encounter with the children 
we hear of today as well.  In ancient Israel you were not under 
the Law until your bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah.  That’s when the 
Law began to apply to you as an individual.  So, children were 
outside the Law, they did not count.  The disciples interpreted 
that to mean that Jesus’ ministry did not apply to them, and that 
it would be a waste of his time to let them approach him.  As his 
security team, they thought it was better if he stayed focused on 
those who needed to hear his message, people who could take it 
to heart. 

The whole scene seems so strange to us, doesn’t it?  We have a 
much more positive philosophy about children and the blessings 
available to them from the very beginning.  And we want to put 
them in a good position to receive those blessings.  Jesus affirms 
that perspective and shares it.  He lets the children come to him 
and promotes a proper understanding of the Law in relationship 
to the grace of God’s presence. 

In both situations Jesus invites his audience to consider not just 
Israel and her law, but God's purpose in creation. Then, 
reinterpreting Moses' law in that light, he supplanted their 
patriarchal, male-dominant mindset with an approach that 
honored the equality of the sexes.  He included children into 
God’s plan even though the Law did not yet have a spot for 
them. 
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And that invitation to consider God’s purposes extends to other 
areas of life.  If the law regarding divorce has to give way to a 
deeper reality, and the embrace of children, which takes place 
“outside the Law,” is encouraged, then where else is it the case 
that laws, or rules or regulations, or even just common practice 
has to give way to a deeper truth? 
 
Many people read the creation story as a license to “subdue the 
earth,” using it more as a resource base for the production of 
material goods than as our common home.  But if we follow the 
promptings of the Spirit and the example of Jesus to reorient our 
goals to the deeper reality of God’s original intention rather than 
a staid and rigid interpretation of Scripture, then we find it easier 
to accept the science regarding the interconnectedness of our 
planet.  We can give it its due rather than avoid or ignore it. 
 
In the case of marriage orienting oneself to the deeper reality of 
God’s original purpose does not mean things automatically get 
easier.  Married life can be quite difficult.  Hardness of heart is 
still endemic to the human condition.  The same is true for 
acknowledging God’s original purpose for creation as a whole.  
Stewardship brings to the forefront how much effort it will take 
to make the turn from how we have been doing things to where 
sustainability can be found.  
 
But if we can at least keep matters straight and know where the 
Creator is putting his efforts, we can find ourselves on the path 
that leads to life.  Our pole star, the creative and life-giving 
Spirit of God, clearly points out the way.  
 



Life will always be larger than the Law of Moses.  The Law of 
Christ, the law of love, has taken over the guidance of the 
journey going forward.  We know we are on the path that leads 
to life.  We have only to move forward on it resolutely. 
 


